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701—6.2 (17A) Public inspection.   Effective July 1, 1975, Iowa Code section 17A.3(1)“c” and “d”
provides that the department shall index and make available for public inspection certain information.
Pursuant to this requirement the department shall:

1. Make available for public inspection all rules;
2. Make available for public inspection and index by subject all written statements of law or

policy, or interpretations formulated, adopted, or used by the department in the discharge of its functions;
3. Make available for public inspection and index by name and subject all final orders, decisions

and opinions.
Section 17A.3(1)“c” and “d” also excepts certain matters from the public inspection requirement:
Except as provided by constitution or statute, or in the use of discovery or in criminal cases,

the department shall not be required to make available for public inspection those portions of its
staff manuals, instructions or other statements issued by the department which set forth criteria or
guidelines to be used by its staff in auditing, in making inspections, in settling commercial disputes
or negotiating commercial arrangements, or in the selection or handling of cases such as operational
tactics or allowable tolerances or criteria for the defense, prosecution, or settlement of cases, when
the disclosure of such statements would: (1) enable law violators to avoid detection; or (2) facilitate
disregard of requirements imposed by law; or (3) give a clearly improper advantage to persons who are
in an adverse position to the state.

Identifying details which would clearly warrant an invasion of personal privacy or trade secrets
will be deleted from any final order, decision or opinion which is made available for public inspection
upon a proper showing by the person requesting such deletion as provided in rules 701—7.15(17A) and
7.42(17A).

Furthermore, the department shall not make available for public inspection or disclose information
deemed confidential under Iowa Code sections 422.20 and 422.72.

Unless otherwise provided by statute, by rule or upon a showing of good cause by the person filing
a document, all information contained in any petition or pleading shall be made available for public
inspection.

All information accorded public inspection treatment shall be made available for inspection in the
office of the Policy Section, Policy and Communications Division, Department of Revenue, Hoover
State Office Building, P.O. Box 10457, Des Moines, Iowa 50306, during established office hours.

This rule is intended to implement Iowa Code chapter 17A.
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